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��
Learning Matters project





THE DEBATE: Why give prisoners the opportunity to increase their learning and skills?�
�



Why should you care?


The prison population is soaring


It costs taxpayers more to keep a man in prison than to send him to Eton


Women in prison mean children without mothers – often their only carer 


Something has to change to stop the cycle of reoffending





Why did they commit a crime?


Many have not had enough education to read and write properly


Many had no realistic opportunity to get a job


Going along with gangs led to crime


Many have mental health, drug or alcohol dependency problems





What can we do?


Give prisoners the opportunities that most of us had


Help prisoners get the education and skills to try again


Encourage prisoners to help each other through mentoring schemes


Tackle the issues which lead people into criminal activity





How can we do this?


Help prisoners use their time on effective measures to reduce reoffending


Invest in education and skills that equip prisoners to integrate into society


Encourage peer mentoring to give prisoners a positive role model


Improve continuity of services as prisoners leave custody


Invest in prisoners’ potential as valued citizens





What is the payoff?


Over £40k per prisoner per year + cost of remand + courts and policing


Fewer victims of crime


Fewer families living on benefits


Giving prisoners the opportunities to change their lives





How can we cover this issue?


Talk to us, the Prisoners Education Trust


Interview ex-prisoners who now contribute to society


Interview the policy makers and test their facts





Contact: Cos Michael. Learning Matters. Prisoners Education Trust


Tel: 020 8648 7760
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